TAPE  AIDS  FOR  THE  BLIND 


THE  STORT... 


A message  from  the- 
Hational  Chairman 


This  booklet  will  tell  you  a little  about  Tape  Aids  for  the  Blind  and  how  we 
endeavour  to  bring  a little  joy  into  the  dark  world  of  the  blind  and  print 
handicapped. 


Please  tell  anyone  who  may  need  our  help  to  get  in  touch  with  us. 


How  it  all  started — 

In  1958,  a young  South  African  Railways  Clerk  visited  a sick  friend  in  hospital.  Able  to 
do  little  else  but  lie  motionless  in  his  ward  bed,  the  sick  friend  stirred  in  Jannie 
Venter  an  idea  that  would  become  the  seed  of  Tape  Aids  for  the  Blind. 

From  this  sudden  flash  of  inspiration  — to  read,  on  tape,  a book  for  his  immobile  friend 
— the  idea  was  conceived,  to  make  recordings  together  with  a group  of  fellow 
tape  recorder  enthusiasts,  and  to  play  them  to  patients  confined  to  hospital 
beds  for  long  periods. 


TAPE  AIDS  WAS  THUS  CONCEIVED. 


Jannie  Venter 


Within  days  Jannie  called  on  a blind 
lecturer.  Professor  McIntyre, 
later  to  become  the  Dean  of 
the  Faculty  of  Arts,  and 
Head  of  the  Department  of 
Political  History  at  the 
University  of  Natal,  to  talk 
about  the  possibilities  of 
using  tape  recorders  to 
provide  'reading'  material 
for  the  blind  and  the  visually 
handicapped,  or  for  those 
who,  because  of  other 
disabilities  or  injuries,  could 
not  read  the  printed  word. 
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TAPE  AIDS 


— was  thus  born 

This  embryo  project  was  launched  with  very  limited  resources  - but  with  a treasure  chest  of 
enthusiasm.  A dream  had  come  true  - and  what  a nightmare  it  was!  The  early 
recordings  in  Jannie  Venter's  minute  flat  were  continuously  interrupted  by  traffic, 
domestic  and  urban  noises,  forcing  the  passionate  — albeit  amateur  technicians , to 
move  to  borrowed  offices  overlooking  the  Cenotaph  in  the  centre  of  Durban. 

Most  of  the  hostile  noises  were  thus  eliminated  — but  reading  had  to  be  suspended  every 
15  minutes  for  the  striking  of  the  Post  Office  clock! 


A busy  morning  at  Tape  Aids  House. 


In  1959,  a grant  of  R1  000  was  made  by  Round  Table  Number  Two  of  Durban.  With  this 
windfall,  the  infant  organisation  was  able  to  rent  a small  suite  of  offices  in  Paynes 
Building  in  West  Street.  Three  soundproof  booths,  each  no  larger  than  a telephone  box, 
were  constructed,  and  reading  commenced  in  a more  sophisticated  way.  However, 
reading  was  still  interrupted  every  quarter  of  an  hour  to  give  readers  a 'breather'  — as, 
while  the  booths  were  not  entirely  soundproof,  they  were  almost  entirely  air-proof! 

Tape  Aids  reached  adolescence  in  1962  with  the  rebuilding  and  airconditioning  of  the  studios, 
and  the  organisation  enjoyed  the  'luxury'  of  uninterrupted  reading  in  reasonable 
comfort.  A comprehensive  re-organisation  ensured  recordings  of  an  acceptable 
technical  standard,  with  speedier  and  more  economical  production  and  distribution.  A 
staff  of  six,  who  shared  all  odd-jobs,  from  errands  to  despatch,  and  a handful  of 
volunteers,  continued  to  provide  the  free  service  to  print-handicapped  people 
throughout  South  Africa.  From  that  time  on,  the  organisation's  growth  — already 
remarkable  — became  substantial. 
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TODAY:  a modern 

streamlined  unit — 

There  is  no  need  for  the  newly  print-handicapped  to  lose  the  reading  habit,  or  for  the 
illiterate  not  to  acquire  it.  Paradoxically  the  members  of  Tape  Aids'  Library  do 
not  have  to  be  literate  to  "read". 

Today  Tape  Aids  provides  the  print-handicapped  people  of  South  Africa,  recreation 
that  includes  Barbara  Cartland,  Wilbur  Smith,  Shakespeare,  the  comfort  of  the  Koran, 
the  Bhgavad  Gita,  the  Bible  in  many  languages;  not  least  they  now  have  the 
opportunity  to  study  to  University  and  post-graduate  levels. 


Tape  Aids  helps  our  senior  citizens  whose  sight 
is  failing,  and  who  can  no  longer  read 
even  large  print  books.  Mini  libraries 
have  been  established  at  a number  of 
homes  for  the  frail  and  aged,  and  our 
service  also  gives  comfort  too,  to 
hospital  patients  who  are  temporarily 
or  permanently  print-handicapped. 
Boredom  and  despair  were  rife  among  many  of  the  print-handicapped  — especially  the 
new  blind  — before  "talking  books"  brought  light  into  their  lives  once  more. 


Tape  Aids'  life-blood  is  its  volunteers  — the  organisation  cannot  exist  without  the  help  of  its 
many  voluntary  readers,  monitors,  proof  readers  and  general  office  helpers  throughout 
the  country. 

The  Tape  Aids  library  now  has  more  than  7 500  titles,  and  issues  some  20000  taped  books 
each  month  to  its  print-handicapped  members.  In  1979,  400  titles  a year  were  being 
added  to  the  library  at  the  Head  Office  in  Durban;  by  1981  the  figure  had  broken 
through  the  1 000  mark  barrier.  Now  2 000  new  titles  in  the  two  official  languages  and 
also  in  several  European,  African  and  Indian  languages,  are  added  to  the  library  eac 

year.  ., 

In  cases  where  library  members  cannot  afford  their  own  cassette  players.  Tape  Aids  provides 
machines  on  "Life  loan".  There  are  some  1 500  of  these  machines  out  on  loan  at  present. 

As  in  any  library,  there  are  books  to  cater  for  a wide  spectrum  of  tastes,  and  every  effort  is  rnade 
to  make  the  variety  of  titles  as  comprehensive  as  possible.  Regular  surveys  of  members 
preferences  are  conducted. 
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student  services 


Law  Student  Michael  Park,  B.A.,  with  Education  Officer: 
Pauline  Hoffman. 


Although  the  production  and  distribution  of  books  for  leisure  reading  is  always  Tape  Aids' 
main  activity,  the  provision  of  recorded  text  books,  correspondence  courses  and  lecture 
notes  for  Blind  Students  at  all  academic  levels  is  becoming  an  increasingly  important 
aspect  of  the  work. 

Tape  Aids  is  now  responding  to  requests  for  assistance  by  over  150  students  throughout  the 
country,  who  receive  assistance  on  a regular  basis.  Their  academic  needs  run  from 
Standard  Four  to  University  and  even  post  graduate  level. 

Universities  and  other  educational  institutions  are  made  aware  of  the  services  offered  by  Tape 
Aids.  Close  and  helpful  contact  is  maintained  with  lecturers  and  student  advisers  to 
ensure  that  the  print-handicapped  student  is  provided  with  appropriate  material. 
Damelin,  Rapid  Results  and  Success  Correspondence  Colleges  have  responded 
magnificently  to  Tape  Aids'  requests  and  have  provided  their  courses  free,  to  be 
recorded  for  Print-Handicapped  Students. 

The  recording  of  student  material  is  done  exclusively  by  volunteers  — normally  by  people 
familiar  with  the  particular  subject  — there  are  now  some  hundreds  throughout  the 
country. 

Educational  material  is  usually  recorded  at  home,  rather  than  in  the  studios,  simply  to  save  time. 
Students  need  their  text  books  immediately;  some  recording  quality  may  however, 
have  to  be  sacrificed  for  speed. 

Thanks  to  Tape  Aids,  blind  students  can  now  take  their  places  in  the  Examination  hall  alongside 
their  sighted  colleagues  with  confidence.  Now  they  have  the  chance  to  achieve  the 
dignity  of  a profession. 

There  is  much  happiness  at  Tape  Aids  as  success  stories  pour  in;  the  organisation  is  a proud 
family  member  in  spirit  sf  graduation  ceremonies. 
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— Branishes 


Development  and  expansion  has  continued  at  a steady  pace  in  all  of  Tape  Aids'  branch  offices 
as  well  as  at  Tape  Aids  House  in  Durban. 

The  role  of  the  branches  in  every  centre  is  that  of  contact  with  and  assistance  to  library 
members  and  students  and  of  publicising  Tape  Aids  Services  locally.  Street  collections 
and  other  Fund  Raising  activities  are  carried  out.  In  four  main  cities  Tape  Aids' 
Branches  have  studios  and  contribute  very  substantially  to  the  volume  of  recorded 
books. 

JOHANNESBURG:  The  Johannesburg  branch  started  humbly  and  functioned  within  the  limited 
financial  resources  then  available.  Today  there  are  four  well-equipped  studios  in 
Happiness  House  in  Braamfontein  with  a substantial  body  of  dedicated  volunteers. 
Additionally  much  educational  reading  is  provided.  The  branch  is  a prime  contributor 
to  the  Tape  Aids'  magazines. 

CAPE  TOWN:  This  branch  was  established  some  years  ago;  two  studios  were  installed  in  1981, 
and  steady  progress  has  since  been  made  with  a growing  number  of  volunteers. 

SPRINGS:  Since  its  establishment  in  March  1960,  this  branch  has  maintained  a steady  growth 
pattern  to  aid  the  increasing  number  of  members  in  its  area. 

PORT  ELIZABETH:  The  Lions  Club  of  St  Croix  started  the  Tape  Aids'  Branch  in  Port  Elizabeth  in 
February  1977.  A studio  has  since  been  installed,  and  student  services  initiated. 

BLOEMFONTEIN:  A branch  in  Bloemfontein  was  established  with  the  substantial  help  of  the 
Lions  Clubs  in  that  City. 

PRETORIA:  The  branch  in  Pretoria  has  two  very  active  studios;  their  contribution  to  the  supply 
of  recreational  material  in  Afrikaans  is  very  substantial,  and  opportunities  are  being 
sought  for  expansion.  Student  services,  including  educational  reading,  is  in  great 
demand. 

EAST  LONDON:  A branch  was  opened  in  East  London  in  1980,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the 
Rotarians. 

PIETERMARITZBURG:  A branch  has  recently  been  established  in  Pietermaritzburg  where  there 
are  very  many  enthusiastic  readers  of  educational  material. 

VILLAGE  OF  HAPPINESS:  In  1981  a sub-library  was  opened  at  the  Village  of  Happiness  at 
Margate.  This  experiment  has  proved  very  successful. 


5 


Fin&ncc 


Tape  Aids'  services  are  provided  entirely  free  to  registered  library  members.  All  this  activity  is 
expensive  and  costs  rise  all  the  time  with  inflation.  Moreover,  substantial  expansion 
and  new  projects  are  planned  for  the  future  and  these  will  require  funds. 


* 


The  organisation  receives  no  government  subsidy;  it  is  financed  by  donations  large  and  small 
from  individuals  and  companies  who  wish  to  bring  pleasure  and  comfort  to  the  blind. 
Tape  Aids  translates  their  generosity  into  positive  action. 


* 


Each  year  many  thousands  of  appeal  letters  are  despatched  to  existing  and  potential  donors;  in 
addition  funds  are  received  from  Bequests  and  Trusts.  Service  Clubs  too,  play  an  active 
part  in  fund-raising  — particularly  in  respect  of  street  collections,  and  Tape  Aids  itself 
sells  Christmas  cards  and  diaries  each  year. 


* 
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From  silent  page 

to  spoken  word—* 


Book  panels  select  books  and  copyright  permission  is  obtained. 
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A group  of  volunteers  provide  the  final  polish  by  listening  and  reporhng  on  any  verbal 
variations  and  technical  irregularities. 


EDUCATIONAL  READING:  As  speed  is  of  the  essence,  student  reading  is  done  at  home  rather  than  in  our  sound- 
proof studios. 


Technicians  using  highly  sophisticated  equipment,  transform  the  readers'  tapes  into 
a set  of  perfect  master  tapes. 
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High  speed  machines  enable  15  cassettes  to  be  copied 
simultaneously  from  one  master  tape. 


The  Computerised  Catalogue  of  our  7 500  titles  is  the  basis  for  Library  Members  to 
select  books  of  their  choice.  Hospitals,  old  age  homes,  schools  and  other  selected 
institutions  carry  a small  collection  or  mini-library  of  our  recorded  books.  Reciprocity 
with  libraries  for  the  blind  in  South  Africa  and  abroad  enables  the  Tape  Aids  Library  to 
add  additional  titles  to  our  own  collection. 
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Some  20000  titles  are  posted  to  members  all  over  the  Republic  every  month. 
Specially  designed  containers  carry  the  books,  post  free,  to  our  library  members. 


A careful  check  is  made  when  books  are  returned. 
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Visitors  are  always  welcome  at  Tape  Aids  House. 


Our  efficient  receptionist  is  herself  blind. 
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The  fntnre 


Tape  Aids  is  a dynamic  and  growing  organisation,  dedicated  to  improving  and  extending  its 
service  to  the  Blind  and  to  those  who  are  unable  to  read  in  the  normal  way. 

Some  of  the  projects  in  the  pipeline  are  — 

★ Extending  the  present  building  which  has  become  too  small 

★ Opening  more  studios  in  the  Branches  in  the  main  cities  of  the  Republic. 

★ Changing  the  cassette  format  to  a more  modern  and  convenient  four  track  con- 
figuration for  convenience  and  saving  in  cost,  and  to  fall  in  line  with  modern  inter- 
national standards. 

★ Extending  the  reading  of  magazines  on  to  tape. 

★ Embarking  on  a programme  of  recording  books  in  the  African  languages. 
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YOU  conld  help  by 


★ Telling  the  print-handicapped 
about  our  service. 

★ Giving  your  time  as  a 
volunteer. 

★ Responding  to  our  appeals. 

★ Remembering  Tape  Aids  in 
your  Will. 


Propnnl 
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